[Influenza, an eternal problem].
Influenza remains a serious disease in humans and animals (primarily poultry). Since influenza is caused by a virus that both undergoes continuous antigenic change and possesses an animal reservoir, it will be quite difficult to avoid any future pandemics and an eradication of the disease is likely to be impossible. It is now clear, for instance, that the avian viruses may jump into the human population. Are we heading towards another influenza pandemic? One cannot discount that eventuality and one should be cautious while trying to produce new specific drugs as well as efficient vaccines that eventually cannot be discounted, and various precautions must be taken in the production of new specific drugs and vaccines.